
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Ti piace il cinema italiano? In this course we will build fluency in Italian while enjoying award-winning classic 
and contemporary Italian films! Students will get to know the genres and directors that have made Italian 
cinema famous across the world, from auteurs like Fellini and De Sica to more popular genres like the peplum 
and the spaghetti western. This seminar-style course also offers advanced students a fun and unique 
opportunity to develop their conversational Italian. Class discussions will explore a range of topics related to 
Italian current events, culture, and history, including the mafia, sexual politics, and the European migrant crisis.  

 

COURSE GOALS  
This course aims to enrich knowledge of Italian 
language, culture, and society through screening 
and discussion of contemporary Italian cinema and 
detailed analysis of selected film scripts. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Students will be able to confidently converse in 
Italian about a wide range of current events and 
historical topics, using a range of idiomatic 
expressions and recognize regional linguistic 
variety. 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Gianna Albaum 
Office: Casa Italiana, 2nd floor 
            (24 W. 12th St.) 
Hours: T 10-11; by appointment  
Email: gja234@nyu 
 

 
 

Don’t be shy! Office hours are a space for 
one-on-one consultation on just about any topic 
related to your studies. Whether you are looking for 
an Italian conversation partner, advice about 
grad school applications, or just want some tips 
about where to eat on your next trip to 
Florence, the door is always open! 



 

CLASS MEETINGS 
Where: WAVE_367  
When: 11-12.15  TWH 

COURSE READINGS/MATERIALS 
** Nearly all films will be available for streaming at 
NYU Kanopy. Any films not available on Kanopy we 
will watch in class. 
** Any readings or other materials will be made 
available to students through NYUClasses. 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 
This is a seminar-style, conversation-oriented 
course: lessons will be largely devoted to class 
activities and paired and small-group discussions.  
Classes will be fun, fast-paced, and full of 
energy—but don’t let that scare you! I know how 
paralyzing it can be to interact in a foreign language 
and I work hard to ensure a supportive, 
low-pressure learning environment.  

 

  

COURSE POLICIES 
 
Attendance & Tardiness 
This is a conversation-based 
language course. Attendance is 
critical. Students must have 3 or 
fewer absences to receive full 
attendance marks. 
 
3 or fewer absences 100% 
4 absences  75% 
5 absences  50% 
6 absences  25% 
7 absences    0 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES 
There are only TWO kinds of 
excused absences:  
1) religious holidays and observances; 
and  
2) illnesses w/ a doctor’s note. 
 
If you expect to miss class for a 
religious holiday/observance, please 
inform me at least 2 weeks in advance. 
 

ARRIVING LATE, LEAVING 
EARLY 
If you are more than 5 minutes late 
or leave more than 5 minutes 
early, I will mark you LATE. Three 
(3) late marks = 1 absence. 
 
** You absolutely do not have to ask 
me to go to the bathroom. That said, 
excessively long and/or frequent 
bathroom breaks will be reflected in 
your participation grade. 

Academic Integrity 
I expect all of your submitted work 
to have come from your brain and 
your hand. While students are 
welcome to use online dictionaries 
such as WordReference, using an 
online translator amounts to 
plagiarism and will be treated as 
such.  
 
Here is the NYU Official Statement 
on Student Integrity. 

Late Work & Revision 
There are two categories of 
assignments in this course: HW 
and projects.  
 
Homework can be turned in 
within a week of the deadline 
for half-credit. 
 
I do not accept late projects, 
as you have both plenty of time 
to complete these and plenty of 
flexibility to choose projects 
with due dates that work with 
your schedule. 
 
Students always have the 
opportunity to revise and 
resubmit projects. Come talk 

https://nyu.kanopy.com/
https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html


to me if you are interested in 
doing this.  

Technology in the 
Classroom 
In language courses I ask that 
students refrain from using 
laptops in class, as they impede 
ease of discussion and 
conversation. 
 
I will have dictionaries available 
for the purpose of looking up 
words. However, in general, I 
ask that students practice 
talking "around" unknown 
words: after all, you won't 
exactly be able to pull out a 
dictionary when you're chatting 
with local Florentines!  

Got questions? 
Feel free to come to OFFICE 
HOURS any time! Office hours 
are a great space to discuss 
just about anything, big or 

small, course-related or 
pertaining to your studies more 
broadly. 
 
Grade-related questions in 
particular are best addressed 
during office hours. 
 
EMAIL is great for when: 

● you have a quick question 
about the meaning or 
translation of a word, 
phrase, or sentence  

● you want to give me a heads 
up about a future absence  

● And many other brief 
questions, thoughts, or 
concerns! 

 
I usually respond to emails 
within 24 hours on weekdays; 
48 hours on the weekends. 

USEFUL LINKS 

New York University 
Casa Italiana Zerilli-Marimò 
NYU Department of Italian Studies 

Language Resources 
Treccani 

SUPPORT SERVICES 

College Learning Center 
The College Learning Center is 
located on the 1st Floor of Weinstein 
Hall (right behind Java City). For 
information on one-on-one and group 
peer tutoring, please stop by the CLC, 
call (212) 998-8085 or go to their 
website: http://www.nyu.edu/cas/clc  

Moses Center 
Students with diverse needs are 
welcome in this course! If you have a 
disability and/or health consideration 
that might require accommodations, 
please feel free to approach me and/or 
contact NYU’s Moses Center at 
212-998-4980 or nyu.edu/csd. 
 
 

 

COURSE GRADE BREAKDOWN 

ATTENDANCE See attendance policy above for details on grading. 10% 

PARTICIPATION Your participation grade reflects a number of different things, including speaking only in Italian; 
contributing actively to class discussions; listening to, supporting, and assisting your 
peers; asking for clarification when necessary; and coming to class having completed 
assigned work and ready to discuss. Any in-class assignments related to oral 
exercises/paired discussion will also be part of your participation grade. 

15% 

QUIZZES 5 quizzes, spaced out throughout the semester; material will include specific vocabulary, 
phrases, and grammar related to the films we watch. 

10% 

HW You will complete a written response for each film (about 10 in total, usually 250-500 words; 
format will vary). Your HW grade will be based entirely on these written responses. 

25% 

PROJECTS I have provided a list of 10+ possible projects for this course, each corresponding to a specific film 
with its own due date. Of these many possibilities, you will complete FIVE (5) projects. The 
choice of which projects to complete is entirely up to you, and you are also welcome to design 
your own projects. (If you wish to design your own project, come talk to me!)  

30% 

FINAL Mock Oscars ceremony (written speech + performance) 10% 

 
 

   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/141674989802/
https://www.facebook.com/ItalianStudiesNYU/
http://www.treccani.it/vocabolario/
http://nyu.edu/csd
http://nyu.edu/csd


EVALUATION POLICIES 
 
QUIZZES will test your knowledge of specific 
vocabulary, phrases, and grammar related to the 
films we watch. They will be 25 points each, and 
will consist of both multiple-choice and write-in 
responses. Students who are actively listening, 
engaged, and participating during class should 
have little trouble with these quizzes. I will provide 
well in advance a clear overview of the material on 
the quiz. 
 
IN-CLASS WORK will usually consist of writing 
down your partner’s responses to a set of 
questions. These will be graded on a scale of 
check-plus, check, or check-minus, and will 
contribute to your participation grade.  
 
COMPONIMENTI are formative assessments 
intended to give students feedback about their 
written competence in Italian and to identify areas 
of improvement. They will be graded on a scale of 
25 points. 
 
PROJECTS are highly varied, and thus the criteria 
for their evaluation vary as well. For specific 
information on project grading, you should see 
individual project rubrics. They will be graded on a 
scale of 25 points. 
 
In general, I expect a high level of polish and 
preparation in projects, as you have plenty of time 
to prepare them. 

How to check your grade: 
If you have questions about your grade, or want to 
see how you’re doing, check the Gradebook on 
NYUClasses.  
NB: when marking assignments and writing feedback, I often 
work with hard copies by hand, but at times (especially with 
projects) I will do it digitally, so be sure to check the Gradebook 
at least periodically throughout the semester. 

 

STUDENT EFFORT 
It is NYU policy that a 4-unit course reflects about 4 
hours of lecture and 8 hours of HW per week.  
 
For this course, you will have virtually no “day to 
day” HW. Those 8 hours, I expect, will be more of 
less distributed as follows: 
 

1. WATCHING ASSIGNED FILMS  
(1.5 to 2 hours) 

2. COMPLETING WRITTEN RESPONSES  
(2 to 3 hours) 

3. WORKING ON PROJECTS  
(4 to 5 hours per project, which averages to 
about 1 to 2 hours per week) 

4. STUDYING NEW VOCABULARY, 
PHRASES, GRAMMAR, etc.  
(1 hour per week) 

 
Students are advised to manage their time from 
week to week so as not leave studying for quizzes 
and completing projects until the last minute. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
Please see the calendar (posted on NYUClasses) for the course schedule, including films, due dates, in-class 
screenings, and other helpful information.  


